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As an American Red Cross Club there are endless activities and projects you can do. When planning for the 
upcoming year, the first thing to keep in mind is: What should be your Club’s focus? How can you best represent 
and promote the Red Cross mission and fundamental principles through club initiatives?

We’re here to help you identify Red Cross mission-related service projects and provide you with some original 
Red Cross ideas and tips for planning your own project.

Why Plan Service Projects? 
Throughout the semester, you have to balance school, social life, family time and several extracurricular activities, 
one of them being your Red Cross volunteer activities. This is not an easy task. Running a Club is just one of the 
things you need to keep on your radar. 

Your Red Cross Club will need to plan and coordinate a minimum of three Red Cross mission-related service 
projects per year. The service projects should focus on preparedness, blood services, and fundraising. 

Note: If your local Red Cross Unit does not participate in blood services, you should speak with your  
Red Cross Unit Contact to determine an alternate project.

Your Club should also plan and coordinate additional Red Cross mission-related service projects throughout  
the year. The service projects should fall into one of these mission-related lines of service: 

•	 Preparedness and Health and Safety Services

•	 Biomedical Services

•	 Disaster Services

•	 International Services

•	 Service to the Armed Forces 

Any activities that are not mission-related must first be approved by the local Red Cross Unit. 

Red Cross Clubs: Service Project Ideas
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Activity Guides
The good news is that you don’t have to start planning projects from scratch. The Red Cross has developed fun 
activity guides for your Club to use to easily plan and implement mission-related projects. 

Activity Guides can be downloaded directly from redcrossyouth.org and your Red Cross Unit can provide you  
with additional resources to make your activities a success! 

Here are just some of the Activity Guides that are available: 

 

Prepare and Share Kit Drive 
A Kit Drive activity in which essential preparedness items are collected, assembled in a pack and delivered to 
those who need it most.

Hosting a Blood Drive 
An event that gives community members the opportunity to donate blood with the Red Cross.

Top Fundraising Ideas 
There are so many ways that you can raise money for the Red Cross. Here are some fundraising ideas you can  
use to help get you started!

There are many more guides available on redcrossyouth.org.

“I volunteer at the Red Cross because people need me.  

Simple as that.” — Meiji Nguyen

                         
                         

    Prepare and Share is a kit drive 

activity where you collect preparedness items, assemble them in a  

pack and deliver them to people who need them most.

                         
                         

                    By participating in this 

activity, you are equipping people with necessities that can make all the 

difference should an emergency occur.

DID YOU KNOW?

Only 28% of American  
households have 

preparedness kits? 

Want more information? 

Email us!

youthinvolvement@redcross.org

What it is A blood drive is an event that gives community members the opportunity to 

donate blood with the American Red Cross. Blood drives allow the Red Cross to collect 

blood around the country in order meet the needs of our hospitals. Blood drive 
coordinators are an essential component of the collections process. The host of a blood 

drive works closely with the Red Cross to ensure collection goals are met.   How it helps A successful blood drive not only increases positive Red Cross exposure to 

the community, but also assists the Biomedical Services Region in attaining their collection 

goals. In addition, blood drive volunteers and student donors can be encouraged to start or 

join a Red Cross club so that we can expand our reach with youths at their school or in the 

community.

What you can do When contacted by the students interested in planning a blood drive, 

you should help facilitate a connection between the students and the local Biomedical 

Services Region. The region will provide the students with planning resources, promotion 

materials, and other guidelines, but your participation does not end there! Your chapter or 

station can assist students in the following ways:
1. Assist the students in securing a location for the blood drive within the community.
2. Use your volunteer networks to provide volunteer staffing at the drive. Volunteers of all 

ages can help with the check-in or canteen area.3. Promote the blood drive in the community using your chapter’s social media accounts 

and any periodic publications you may put out. 
Taking it to the next level• Assist Red Cross youth clubs in the area to host a blood drive at least once a year.
• Hand out chapter resources and events information at the blood drive.
• Encourage clubs to team up to make a larger impact or organize a competition to see 

which group can collect the most units of blood.  

Tell us about it

 » Volunteer Connection will be the primary method of tracking activities. Be sure to have your students enter the information from their events into the system.

Resources

 » Planning Timeline

 » Blood Drive Flyers

Chapter Guide

Want more information? Contact us!

[Chapter Name]
[City, State]
[Chapter Phone Number][Chapter Email Address  or Website]

Want more information? 

Contact us!

There are so many ways that you can raise money for the 

American Red Cross. Below are some fundraising ideas you can use to help get you 

started.

The money you raise will help the Red Cross respond to the most urgent needs when 

they happen. From helping people recover after a devastating home fire to providing 

shelter to thousands of people following a natural disaster, the funds you raise will be 

used to help those in need. 

Determine the type of fundraiser you want to 

organize and reach out to your Red Cross chapter to see if it can support 

you. Below are 10 ideas to help you get started!

Food Trucks Partnership:  Pair up with local food truck 

companies to receive a portion of sales dollars or ask customers 

for a donation with purchase. This can be a fun weekend family 

event and can be held around youth sporting activities, such as 

football, soccer or baseball games.

Taste of the Red Cross: Ask members of your club to make 

dishes from around the world. Bring the food to a central location 

and charge attendees an admission fee to enter and taste the 

dishes that your club prepared. Donate the proceeds from the 

event to the Red Cross.    

Dining-In Challenge: Challenge friends and family to eat at home for 30 days 

and use the money normally budgeted on dining out as a donation to the Red 

Cross. 

Thon: Participate in a challenge and collect pledges from family and friends. 

Popular thons include bowling, dancing and skating. You can also collect 

additional funds selling refreshments and asking local businesses for 

sponsorships. Companies may also sponsor the event—especially if the thon 

relates to their business.  

DID you knoW?

An average of 91 cents 
of every dollar the  
Red Cross spends  

is invested in 
humanitarian services 

and programs.

[Chapter Name]

[City, State]

[Chapter Phone Number]

[Chapter Email Address  

or Website]

http://redcrossyouth.org
http://redcrossyouth.org
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Volunteer Opportunities
We’ve also identified some volunteer opportunities that your Club can do within each line of service. These are  
just a few as there are lots of way you can engage and work with the Red Cross. 

Preparedness and Health and Safety Services
•	 Get trained to become a community preparedness instructor and deliver presentations to younger students 

and your local community.

•	 Host a preparedness fair at your school. Set up tables for your local Red Cross chapter, fire departments, 
police departments, campus security, and campus health departments. You can also have stations where 
students can put together a first aid kit and create their own personal preparedness plan.

•	 Lobby for your school to sign up for the Ready Rating Program to get them better prepared for an emergency  
or disaster.

Biomedical Services 
•	 Host a blood drive at your school.

•	 Make thank you cards for blood donors to be given out at an upcoming blood drive.

•	 Volunteer at a blood drive—act as a greeter or escort, or serve refreshments.

Disaster Services
•	 Help clean and maintain Emergency Response Vehicles (ERVs).

•	 Take the Disaster Services: An overview course.

•	 Lobby your school to sign up as a Red Cross shelter site.

International Services
•	 Raise funds for the Measles & Rubella Initiative online or on campus through the Vaccinate a Village project.

•	 Host a panel discussion with guest speakers to discuss International Humanitarian Law (IHL) or a specific 
IHL-related topic.

•	 Promote “Exploring Humanitarian Law” (EHL) to local schools and area community colleges.

Service to the Armed Forces 
•	 Make holiday cards for service members and veterans for the Holiday Mail for Heroes campaign.

•	 Host a gift drive for a veteran’s hospital.

•	 Participate in the “Totes of Hope” program for homeless veterans. Pack backpacks of personal care items plus 
a note of thanks for the veteran. 

Fundraising
•	 Fundraise for the Red Cross Holiday Campaign.

•	 Partner with a local restaurant for a “Red Cross Night.” A certain percentage of food sales for the night can go 
to your local chapter.

•	 Host a bake sale or garage/yard sale and donate all proceeds to the Red Cross. 

And many more!

Reminder: After you’ve successfully completed your project, make sure to submit all the information about your 
Club activities on your Red Cross Club GroupShare page on Volunteer Connection.
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Contact your local Red Cross Unit for more information.

77637B


